


















The Happold Foundation, 17 Newman Street, London, W1T 1PD 
Registered Charity No. 1050814 

 

Mr Andrew Walker  

Training Qualifications UK  

Dunham House 

Cross Street 

Sale 

Cheshire 

M33 7HH 

 

DEC! Qualification  

This letter is to confirm the support of The Happold Foundation for TQUK’s suite of qualifications 
“Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment” as follows:  

TQUK Level 1 Certificate in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment  

TQUK Level 2 Certificate in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment  

TQUK Level 3 Certificate in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment  

TQUK Level 3 Diploma in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment  

We welcome the opportunity to recommend that these qualifications are acknowledged by 
Government as valid, rigorous, and worthy of recognition for performance table points, giving them 
academic equivalency and thereby encouraging their uptake in schools.  

At the Happold Foundation, we want to make sure that we as engineers fulfil our potential to improve 
lives and communities around the globe. To make this happen, we need creative, enthusiastic and 
talented young people to join us in the industry. That’s why we are committed to working with schools 
and colleges to ignite that first spark of intrigue in the built environment.  

Moreover, the UK’s engineering industry is facing a skills shortage of unprecedented levels. There is 
a need to not only equip young people with the skills to address this but more fundamentally to 
increase the awareness of young people as to a range of possible careers in the built environment. 
Engaging a broad range of young people, from diverse backgrounds, across the UK will underpin the 
solution to this challenge. 

The Happold Foundation was established in 1995 by the late Ted Happold, along with the other 
founding partners of BuroHappold Engineering. The Happold Foundation is a registered charity with 
an independent Board of Trustees from a number of different organisations. BuroHappold is an 
international, integrated engineering consultancy operating in 23 locations worldwide, with over 50 
partners and 1,800 employees. 

The Happold Foundation, BuroHappold as well as our external collaborators see DEC! as a pathway 
into a range of engineering job roles including civil and structural, building services as well as 
specialisms including sustainability and physics, acoustics, inclusive design and many more 
established and emerging professional fields within the sector. The Digital Built Environment course is 
vital in equipping young people with the skills to enter into these roles which are rapidly being shaped 
by developments in digital design.  

Linked to our continued support of DEC!, the Happold Foundation awards a number of student 
scholarships. The funding and experience offered as part of the scholarship supports a group of 
young individuals to take further steps towards a future career in engineering. BuroHappold also 
supports a number of apprenticeships across the UK.  

Across BuroHappold’s UK teams, there are approximately 500 individuals who have received 
professional accreditation (i.e. have achieved chartership status) across 69 professional bodies. DEC! 



The Happold Foundation, 17 Newman Street, London, W1T 1PD 
Registered Charity No. 1050814 

provides a fantastic opportunity for aspiring engineers to engage with these professionals and start 
their own journey towards such professional qualifications.  

We have actively supported schools offering the Design Engineer Construct! learning programme and 
qualifications for a number of years, and recognise their worth in the education of the next generation 
of young professionals.  

Through engaging young people with the built environment in their local community we have seen 
first-hand how the learning programme is able to inspire curiosity. We support Design Engineer 
Construct! as an integral part of our own aspirations as well as part of the solution to the UK’s skills 
shortage.  

Kind regards on behalf of the Happold Foundation 

 

 

Fergus Anderson 

Trustee, Engineering Futures lead 

Happold Foundation 

 

 

Emily McDonald 

Building Structures Regional Director 

BuroHappold Engineering 





 

21 June 2017 

Mr Andrew Walker 
Training Qualifications UK 
84 Liverpool Road 
Cadishead 
Manchester 
M44 5AN 

 

Dear Mr Walker, 

This letter is to confirm the support of Laing O’Rourke for TQUK’s suite of qualifications in “Design 
Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment” as follows: 

TQUK Level 1 Certificate in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment   
TQUK Level 2 Certificate in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment   
TQUK Level 3 Certificate in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment   
TQUK Level 3 Diploma in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment   

We welcome the opportunity to recommend that these qualifications are acknowledged by 
Government as valid, rigorous, and worthy of recognition for performance table points, giving them 
academic equivalency and thereby encouraging their uptake in schools.  

Furthermore, we have actively supported schools offering the Design Engineer Construct! learning 
programme and qualifications for a number of years, and recognise their worth in the education of 
the next generation of young professionals.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

John O’Connor 
Group Commercial and Human Capital Director 

Laing O’Rourke 
Bridge Place, Anchor Boulevard, Admirals Park, 
Crossways, Dartford, Kent, DA2 6SN, United Kingdom. 
tel: +44 (0)1322 296200  www.laingorourke.com 
Registered Office: as above. Registration Number: 4222545. Registered in England. 

















Mr Andrew Walker
Training Qualifications UK
84 Liverpool Road
Cadishead
Manchester
M44 5AN

Dear Mr Walker

This letter is to confirm the support of the UK BIM Alliance and BIM Regions UK for TQUK’s suite of
qualifications in “Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment” as follows:

TQUK Level 1 Certificate in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment
TQUK Level 2 Certificate in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment
TQUK Level 3 Certificate in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment
TQUK Level 3 Diploma in Design Engineer Construct! The Digital Built Environment

We welcome the opportunity to recommend that these qualifications are acknowledged by
Government as valid, rigorous, and worthy of recognition for performance table points, giving them
academic equivalency and thereby encouraging their uptake in schools.

Furthermore, we have actively supported schools offering the Design Engineer Construct! learning
programme and qualifications for a number of years, and recognise their worth in the education of
the next generation of young professionals.

Our society and communities are being transformed on a daily basis by the impact of digital
technologies and the increasing use of data driven processes. The centrality of our young people to
this transformation is critical, as they move into industry and society. Our success and sustainability
as UK PLC will be built on their ability to perform and lead on the global digital stage. Therefore the
above initiatives are to be very much welcomed, applauded and fully supported.

With our best wishes

Dr Anne Kemp – Chair – UK BIM Alliance – leading on the implementation of UK BIM Level 2 –
www.ukbimalliance.org

John Eynon – Chair – BIM Regions UK – the national local network of BIM/digital groups –
www.bimregions.co.uk





	

 
 
 

 
Integral UK Limited  

720 Birchwood Boulevard, 
Birchwood, 

Cheshire.  
WA3 7QZ 

Mr Andrew Walker  
Training Qualifications UK  
Dunham House  
Cross Street  
Sale  
M33 7HH 
 
 

Wednesday 1st August 2018. 
 
 
Dear Mr Walker, 
 

Re: Design Engineer Construct    
 

Ref:  
 
TQUK Level 1 Certificate in Design, Engineer, Construct!®; The Digital Built Environment 
TQUK Level 2 Certificate in Design, Engineer, Construct!®; The Digital Built Environment 
TQUK Level 3 Certificate in Design, Engineer, Construct!®; The Digital Built Environment 
TQUK Level 3 Diploma in Design, Engineer, Construct!®; The Digital Built Environment 
 
 
I am writing this letter in my capacity as the Chair of the British Institute of Facilities Management 
(North Region), Business Development Manager at Integral UK Limited (owned by Jones Lang 
LaSalle), as a Vice Chair of the Board of Governors and Chair of the Curriculum Committee at St 
Paul’s Primary School, Rawtenstall and finally as a parent of two children currently in secondary 
education.  
 
The BIFM have over 17,000 members and I represent over 2,500 BIFM members in the North of 
England and have worked in the facilities management profession for over sixteen years. My 
employer, Integral UK Limited, is a facilities management service provider with a turnover 
exceeding £400million in 2017 and over 3,400 employees. Our owners, Jones Lang Lasalle are the 
second largest publicly traded commercial property brokerage firm in the world. 
 
Currently there is a skills shortage within the facilities management industry in the UK, which must 
be addressed and is expected to only get worse, particularly following Brexit. According to a 
recent IFMA/RICS 'Raising the Bar’ survey, there is a ‘critical shortage of professionals’ within the 
facilities management profession and a need “to attract new talent.” Shockingly it further stated 
the average age of the workforce in the profession is 50.9 years. In addition, in the BIFM 2017 
Business Confidence Monitor Report, 22% of respondents said that shortages of skilled labour would 
be a barrier/obstacle to the success of their businesses in the next 12 months. 
 
 
 
 

Continued/…….. 



	

 
 
 
 
 
Continued/…….. 
 
 
Historically there has been a focus in trying to attract University graduates into the facilities 
management profession; indeed I guest lecture at Liverpool John Moores University with this very 
purpose. However it is becoming increasingly obvious that there is a need to be engaging with 
young people within secondary education to explain the career options within the facilities 
management profession that could available to them and to equip them with the necessary skills 
to make this a reality. 
 
That is why the Design Engineer Construct! courses are crucial and must be supported, as well as 
formally recognised as academically equivalent. The DEC courses offer young people a unique 
and unrivalled learning experience and equip them for a career in the built environment sector. 
 
Indeed only this year I have persuaded my own daughter to take the DEC Level 2 course at Alder 
Grange High School in Rawtenstall. The scope of the course curriculum, including the use Building 
Information Modelling, Computer Aided Design and Revit software offers these children access to 
crucial skills and knowledge which are so highly valued within the construction and facilities 
management professions.  
 
Both Integral and BIFM are committed to improving the diversity and social mobility within the 
facilities management profession and is why we support Design Engineer Construct! in engaging 
with young people from a diverse range of backgrounds and ethnicities. 
 
If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.        
     
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mark Whittaker, MBIFM 
Business Development Manager 
Integral UK Limited 
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